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By James Christopher Brewer, YDC Ambassador 

As an Ambassador of the Young Diplomats of Canada, I had the opportunity to attend the 2014 Organisation 

for Economic Co-operation and Development Forum held May 5–6 at the historic Château de la Muette.  

 

2014 OECD Forum 

The Forum, held May 5–6, was centred on ‘Resilient Economies for Inclusive Societies’ explored through 

three main perspectives: inclusive growth, jobs and trust. The 2014 Ministerial Council Meeting (MCM) on 

May 6–7, held back-to-back with the Forum, was under the Chairmanship of Japan, with the United 

Kingdom and Slovenia as Vice-Chairs. The MCM is an opportunity for government ministers to discuss 

issues relevant to OECD research and advice to help improve policy making through soft law.  

On May 5th, 90-minute panel style discussions held simultaneously in three amphitheatres (Blue, Green and 

Red) had distinguished speakers present their views on issues relevant to the Forum. In addition, the 

‘IdeaFactory’, ‘Discovery LAB’, and ‘Lunch Debates’ were available to those in attendance. On May 6th, the 

Forum paved way for the opening of the 2014 MCM, the formal launch of the OECD Southeast Asia 

Regional Programme and a panel discussion on the preliminary findings from the OECD Economic Outlook 

of 2014.  

The 2014 OECD Forum was opened with a speech by Angel Gurría, Secretary-General of the OECD, who 

pointed out that six years after the start of the worst economic crisis of our lifetime, important lessons and 

decisive policies are becoming imperative in establishing an inclusive, resilient world. Secretary-General 

Gurría stressed that inclusive growth1, the first topic of the Forum and central discussion of the 2014 MCM, 

will in turn lead to better living standards, social outcomes and greater well-being in order to achieve 

sustainable economic growth. The OECD hopes inclusiveness will help address the four main residuals from 

the economic crisis: low growth, high unemployment, declining trust and rising inequality. These residuals 

will predominantly be tackled by the OECD’s ‘New Approaches to Economic Challenges’ initiative that 

should result in an enhanced analytical framework with actionable policy recommendation to support 

member countries and key partners. 

The second topic of the Forum was jobs, discussed in relation to the weak labour market adaptability and 

inadequate skills development. The OECD will be looking towards training policy responses and monitoring 

migration trends, and target youth unemployment through the OECD’s Action Plan for Youth for labour 

market activation.  

The last topic of the Forum was trust, particularly the erosion of public trust in key institutions that weakens 

the democracy of member countries, in turn inhibiting sustainable economic growth. To reinvigorate trust, 

the OECD stresses on important tools that deal with open and inclusive government, fair and transparent tax 

rules, anti-corruption policies, financial regulation, and long-term investment infrastructure.  

Success of the OECD Forum will stem from establishing a new foundation, one that is beyond quick 

recovery, with the common goal to generate a new type of growth that will make future economic crisis 

improbable, if not impossible. While the OECD is known for challenging conventional knowledge, enabling 

new economic thinking and acting through policies, feedback from the Forum helps to steer the Ministerial 

Council Meetings toward building resilient economies and inclusive societies within the OECD area.  

                                                        
1 http://www.oecd.org/inclusive-growth/ 



2014 OECD Forum Panel Discussions 

The Sharing Economy 

This session discussed the growing model of a sharing economy, specifically assets and labour. The 

discussion was ignited by Mariana Mazzucato, known for debunking general consensus, who consistently 

took a contrarian view towards innovation and its potential to undermine regulation and provisions made 

overtime. The panel benefited from the unique insight of April Rinne, a Young Global Leader of the World 

Economic Forum, who crucially pointed out that much of the sharing economy does not contribute to 

traditional indicators such as gross domestic product, and if so, the implications of how nations establish an 

underlying theory of value with respect to rent vs. profit.   

Is Investing in Fossil Fuels a Risky Business 

A topic familiar to our natural resource dependent nation saw the majority of YDC Ambassadors attend the 

discussion on short and long run implications from government policies toward climate change and 

economic growth that looks to provide a reliable, consistent and uninterrupted amount of energy to growing 

levels of consumption. The panel had the difficult task of discussing the balance of our near term 

dependence on fossil fuels (as recognised by the executive director of Greenpeace) with the ambition of 

eliminating its use in the longer term, possibly through substitute energy sources (e.g. nuclear). While the 

dependence on fossil fuels varies between nations, the general trend is towards lower fossil fuel consumption 

per capita overtime.  

Digital recordings of the 2014 OECD Forum panel discussions are now available on the OECD Forum’s 

website (http://webcastcdn.viewontv.com/client/oecd/forum2014). 

2014 OECD Forum Lunch Debates: Migration and Inclusive Entrepreneurship 

The Forum generously provided ‘Lunch Debate’ sessions, available on a first-come-first-serve basis for both 

days. Migration and Getting Cities Right was offered on May 5 and Inclusive Entrepreneurship on May 6. 

These sessions hosted a seated lunch around 10 round tables including the distinguished speakers, 

moderators and OECD staff.  

On May 5, I attended the Migration session along with Diego Zualuaga Laguna, a fellow YDC Ambassador. 

The session discussed issues related to young migrants who fail in education, adult migrants who remain 

unemployed and unregulated migration across the EU. On May 6, I attended the Inclusive Entrepreneurship 

session along with the majority of YDC Ambassadors. The session discussed best policy practices towards 

small and medium enterprises that employ more than half of the private sector labour force within the OECD 

area. These policies related to the promotion of disadvantaged and under-represented individuals, and the 

lack of access and entrepreneurial skills of young people, with the aim of creating a more sustainable, 

inclusive and fair labour market.  

The 2014 OECD Forum Experience 

The #YDCanada Ambassadors came together in Paris, France from different backgrounds, hometowns, and 

universities to proudly represent Canadian youth diplomacy. The Forum also provided an opportunity to 

network with delegates from the Young European Leadership (YEL) and Global Voices, the youth delegates 

from Australia. As the representatives of YEL and Global Voices share the same common purpose of 

engaging in diplomacy and meaningful dialogue, the YDC Ambassadors were able to network with them 

during and after hours of the Forum.  

The Forum presented an invaluable opportunity to meet and talk with high-ranking government officials and 

ministers, along with quinary jobholders. Of note, I had the opportunity to discuss the issue of migration 

http://www.oecd.org/forum/programme/sessions/thesharingeconomy/speakers/marianamazzucato.htm
http://www.oecd.org/forum/programme/sessions/thesharingeconomy/speakers/aprilrinne.htm


with Dr. Laima Andrikiene, a member of European Parliament, and talk about the business-government 

relationship with Mr. William Saito, a special advisor to the cabinet office of Japan.  

On May 5th, the YDC Ambassadors had the opportunity to engage in discussion with the Honourable Mme. 

Danielle Thibault, Deputy Head of the Mission of Canada’s permanent delegation to the OECD, on the 

agenda topics for Canada at the 2014 MCM. On May 6th, the YDC Ambassadors travelled to the Canadian 

Embassy in Paris, France to meet with the Honourable Mr. Kim Butler, Deputy Head of Mission, who 

briefed us on the various bi-lateral policies between Canada and France, his previous experience that lead 

him to become the Deputy Head of Mission, and took the time to answer the many questions the YDC 

Ambassadors posed.   

The Young Diplomats of Canada 

The opportunity to be an Ambassador of YDC and a delegate at the 2014 OECD Forum has been an 

invaluable, unique, and privileged opportunity. While the YDC is a non-partisan Canadian non-profit 

looking to build Canada’s next generation of global leaders, it professionally engages Canadian young 

leaders in diplomacy and meaningful dialogue through access to global diplomatic events.  

In 2014, YDC has and will be sending delegates to the Y20 Summit, OECD Forum, Nuclear Knowledge 

Summit, and the World Bank-IMF Civil Society Meetings. I will continue to work hard towards gaining 

representation on behalf of the YDC organization at future global conferences and summits.  

 

Young Diplomats of Canada Ambassadors at the 2014 OECD Forum in Paris, France. 

Top row: Mackenzie Scrimshaw, Diego Zuluaga Laguna, and James Christopher Brewer;  

Middle row: Bradley Lattanzi, Josef Kosc, Patrick Osland, John Tertan, and Patrick Beatty; &  

Front row: Derakhshan Qurban-Ali, Millie Bojic, Christine Martel-Fleming, Nicole Laffola, Ms. Danielle Thibault, Emily Nickel, 

Martina Buchal, and Zoë Ellan. 
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